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For and Against offers a new and exciting approach to the investigation of complex philosophical ideas and their impact on the way we think about a host of contemporary moral, social, and political issues. Two philosophical essays explore a topic of intense public interest from opposing points of view. This approach provides the reader with a balanced perspective on the topic; it also introduces the deep philosophical conflicts that underpin the differing views. The result is both a series of important statements on some of the most challenging questions facing our society and an introduction to moral, social, and political philosophy. Each essay is compact and nontechnical, yet avoids a simplistic, journalistic presentation of the topic. Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate. Introduction 1 Jan Narveson and James P. Sterba Philosophically, my part of this book owes its origins to my acquaintance with many writers, classic and modern: especially to David Gauthier, who stoutly denies that he is a Libertarian, and to Thomas Hobbes. I would also like to thank Jim Sterba, with whom I have had so many lively exchanges and who engages unfailingly and with admirable civility on this important issue. Otherwise, I am sure that my views were influenced in some general way by my parents, assorted uncles and aunts -honest, hard-working people who asked little of others, and gave much -and to my brother Robert (Bud, to all who know him) whose opposition on almost everything has continually challenged my views. And finally, to Jean, my wife and partner of nearly four decades now, to whom I owe greatly.
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